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Ben Thor Larsen of Nordic Lodge 76
creating his famous hot wine

Benjamin Folste r, 3,
Varden Heritage

member , hams it up at
Varden’ s Christmas
party . (Ben is a 5th 

generation Varden Lodge 
member. His Great-great

grandparents were Anfin &
Viola Haaheim).

Heimdal Lodge T reasurer , Verna Lister , gets special 
attention from Alteba soprano, Gina , singing their farewell song,

it’s ‘A Wonderful W orld’ , to end our lodge Christmas Dinner.

Sleipner ’s Veronica Brochmann presents Colby
Harris his 2011 Scholarship Award on behalf of

the Sons of Norway Foundation in Canada.

A happy New Year! Grant that I
May bring no tear to any eye

When this New Year in time shall end
Let it be said I 've played the friend,

Have lived and loved and labored here,
And made of it a happy year.

Edgar Guest

Evelyn Balen’ s daughter-in-law, Nadine ,  led the
children in a rousing sing-a-long at Trollheimen’ s

Christmas Party



Godt Nytt År!! Happy New
Year!! Christmas was a wonderful
gathering at the Benazic house with
13 people ages 4 and up – a delight-
ful time for Cal and I.  Cal got a spe-
cial treat this year. Our son Cal
recently took over the role as VP of
Marketing and International
Relations with West Coast
Authentics, a company that gathers
and auctions memorabilia from var-
ious athletes.  Son Cal was working
the World Junior Hockey Championships in Edmonton and
invited his father Cal to work with him – ten games of hock-
ey and a wonderful time spent with his son. Pure Joy!

January is the month for installation of new boards for
most Lodges in District 7.  “Welcome!” new boards and thank
you for taking on a leadership role within your Lodge.  We
would not survive without the interest and dedication of our
members.  If you have questions and cannot find an answer,
please contact your District Zone Director or any member of
the District Board.  Please give some thought to what you
might have to offer your meetings – a social event, some his-
torical information, sharing Norwegian heirlooms or crafts –
there are many things that others will find interesting so offer
to be part of a meeting in the near future.  Many Lodges are
gathering on weekends for a group ski or walk.  Look at the
sports and cultural skills medals and incorporate your offer
to include starting work on a medal.  Remember, District 7 is
in competition with all Districts on the number of medals
earned prior to the International Convention in August!

I hope to see you at Snow Fun Days at Mile 108 Spa and
Health Ranch. It’s not too late to reserve accommodations –
just make sure to mention you are part of Sons of Norway so
you get the reduced rates.  For more information, contact
Kim Jensen, District Youth and Recreation Director.

Within this Leiflette is a report on the Convention and
District Lodge Meeting from Tore Pettersen.  Your Lodge
should be preparing to select delegates.  It is important that
your Lodge be represented and have an opportunity to par-
ticipate in this meeting.  It is a great event to have new board
members see the workings at the District level; it is the time
when one of your members can run for a position on the
District Board.  Your Lodge will soon receive a package to
register delegate(s) and I look forward to having a full slate
representing each Lodge of our District.  The Dance Stevne
prior to the meetings and the evening socials should be a lot
of fun – DON’T MISS IT!!

On a personal note, thank you for the many well wishes
on my health issues.  I am pleased that the left hip replace-
ment in July and the right hip replacement at the end of
November has given me back a pain-free life!  I am still in the
healing stage but the loss of chronic pain has been such a
relief that the replacement surgery seems a minor annoy-
ance.

I was sent a wonderful YouTube link to Auld Lang Syne
by Sissel.  In this piece, I found myself reflecting on the fol-
lowing:   The New Year lies before you, like a spotless tract of
snow, be careful how you tread on it, for every mark will show.

We have the ability to determine our own success.

Fraternally, Gloria Benazic

District Officers

To advertise or submit material for the Leiflette, phone, email, 
or snailmail: Unni Hadden

#163 - 7790 King George Blvd., Surrey, B.C. V3W 5Y4
Ph: 6 0 4 - 5 9 6 - 2 3 8 3 Email: u h a d d e n @ s h a w . c a

PRESIDENT: GLORIA BENAZIC
132 Thacker Crescent, 

Prince George, B.C. V2M 6G3
Ph: 250-562-7320  

calbenazic@shaw.ca
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President’ s Message

VICE PRESIDENT
Erik D. Brochmann

#2001 - 4380 Halifax St.
Burnaby, B.C. V5C 6R3

Ph: 604-473-9760
erik_brochmann@telus.net

SECRETARY
Patty Schwartz

3839 S. Morgan Crescent
Port Alberni, B.C. V9Y 6B7

Ph: 250-723-5530
gordonorpatty@shaw.ca

CULTURAL DIRECTOR
Susan Strang

3450 Oxford St., Vancouver,
B.C. V5K 1N9

Ph. 604-291-1664
strangb@telus.net

REC / YOUTH DIRECTO R
Kim Jensen

2364 Rosewood Ave.
Kamloops, B.C. V2B 4Z1

Ph: 250-376-2371
kim.jensen@telus.net

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
Martin Naske

1257 Michigan Drive,
Port Coquitlam, B.C. 

V3B 6T7
Ph: 604-464-6235

myrtledriver@yahoo.ca

INTERNATIONAL
DIRECTOR

Ron Stubbings

104C - 3655 Shaughnessy St.
Port Coquitlam, B.C. 

V3B 6C8
Ph: 604-941-0760
norway@telus.net

PAST INTERNATIONAL
DIRECTORS

Erik Brochmann

#2001 - 4380 Halifax St.
Burnaby, B.C. V5C  6R3

Ph: 604-473-9760
erik_Brochmann@telus.net

Jack L ysne
#14 - 5051 - 203rd Ave.,
Langley, B.C. V3A 1V5

Ph: 250-515-1780
thelmadsen@telus.net

Dorothy Thoen
#123 - Cottonwood Ave.

Kamloops, B.C. V2B 8M6
Ph: 250-376-6504

Winter came a little late and cer-
tainly came ‘hard’ when it did. It

was very  cold,  even here in the lower mainland, so can only
imagine how it was further north or east. 

I had to do a little more editing then usual  in this issue so
there may be slight changes to your report. I am in the process
of trying to set up a new computer with updated programs
and am having  ‘fun’ with that.  Can’t believe how fast tech-
nology moves. 

Hope everyone had a good Christmas and that 2012 will
be a great year for everyone. Next deadline February 10th!

Editor ’s Note ...

Gloria Benazic

Tore Pettersen
6249 Purdue Road East, 

Prince George, BC  
V2N 6G8

Ph. 250-964-9664
tore.pettersen@telus.net



Once again, we would like to remind all of our upcoming District #7 Convention and Lodge Meeting
to be held at the new Sandman Signature Hotel and Suites in Prince George from May 3rd to the 5th.

Please join us for this great Heritage and Fraternal celebration.

THIS IS AN UPDATE OF THE CONVENTION PLANS.

Thursday , May 3rd – The District Board and Lodge Committeeswill meet all day at the hotel.  
Registration of Delegates and Guests will be held in the Hotel Lobby and start in early afternoon.

On Thursday afternoon, there will be a Folk Dance Workshop at the hotel from 1 to 4 pm.This workshop will be led
by Mel Klassen from the Eidsvold Lodge Leikaring assisted by our Rosemary Lach, a former dancer with Leikaring.  For

information and registration please contact Rosemary at 250-561-7047; e-mail: rosemarylach@yahoo.ca.
The Cultural Room will be open from 3 pm to 8:30 pm to receive items for display and competition.  

Sales tables will be available but sales are the sole responsibility of the sellers.  If sales tables are required, please contact
Elsa Aaseat 250-963-8707or E-mail: emaase@telus.net.

Thursday evening, starting at 7 pm will be thePresident’s Reception in the Banquet Room.  This will include some fin-
ger food snacks and a no-host cash bar.  

The reception will be followed by an ‘Open Forum’, a Question and Answer session where District Board Members,
International Director Ron Stubbings and Canadian Foundation President Tore Pettersenwill respond to questions
and concerns regarding our Society and Programs.  Invitations have also been sent to Chief Executive Officer Eivind

Heiberg and International President Dan Rude to take part in this event.

Friday , May 4th – The Lodge Meetingwill start at 9 am with Opening Ceremonies. The meeting continues through-
out the day. Cultural Room will be open from 8 am to 9 am to receive display and competition items.  The room will

be open for viewing and sales from 10 am to 9 pm – except for the period that competition judging is taking place.
Plans are in the works for a Guest Tour of Prince Georgethat will include a visit to Exploration Place – our local muse-

um, the Prince George Railway Museum and our ‘nearly new’ university-on-the-hill – the University of Northern
British Columbia. Friday evening will be a Meet and Mingle Socialstarting at 6:30 pm in the main banquet room.
There will be a buffet supper featuring a “Taste of Norway” menu, and there will be a cash bar. The evening will
include performances by our ‘world renowned’ Rondane Dancers and by our Prince George Elder Citizens group.

Saturday , May 5th – The Lodge Meeting will continue until conclusion.  The Installation of the New Board of
Directors is scheduled for late afternoon. The Cultural Room will be open from 10 am until 3 pm.  Display, competition

and sales items will be removed from 3 pm to 5 pm.
The Convention Banquet willstart about 6:30 pm.  Three types of meals are offered: Roast Baron of Beef, Pork

Tenderloin and Chicken Parmesan.  Vegetarian and special diet options are also available.  The evening will include the 
traditional program of speeches and visiting – a dance to live music will begin at 9 pm and continue until midnight.

Convention Booklet . We invite members and lodges to advertise or place greetings in our Convention Booklet.  Prices
are: $200 for the full page, $100 for half page, $50 for quarter page and $25 for eighth page (Business Card Size).  To

place ad orders, please submit ad information and payment to Tore Pettersen, 6249 Purdue Road East, Prince George,
BC V2N 6G8.  Make cheques payable to “Rondane 2012 District Convention Committee”.

Convention Raffle . Thank you to all who donated raffle items.  Raffle tickets will be $1 each and books of ten should
be available from your Lodge leaders when you receive this issue.  

Foundation 50/50 Draw . During the Convention we will also have two 50/50 draws – one for Friday and one for
Saturday.  The draws will be made after 8 pm each day and the proceeds will go to our Canadian Foundation. 

Reminder: Please contact your Lodge Secretaries for Registration forms and Hotel reservation information.  These
forms are also available on the District #7 web site: ‘www.sofn7.com’ , click on Convention icon on the right side, then

select ‘Document Downloads’.  
Please submit your Registration and room reservations early.  Your banquet meal preference may be stated in the spe-

cial diet section of the Registration form. Otherwise, you can make your selection when registering.

For information: Please contact Tore Pettersen at 250-964-9664; e-mail: tore.pettersen@telus.net.

Velkommen til Prince George i Mai!
Fraternally,  Tore Pettersen, Convention Committee Chairperson

2012 District Convention Report
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Sleipner Lodge #8
Vancouver, B.C.

With our Publicity Director
on a vacation in Norway, I
shall try to write something
interesting and insightful in
his absence.

The Lodge Lutefisk
Dinner held on Dec. 4 had
about 75 attendees. T h e
Scandinavian Centre was
decorated for the season and
the addition of tables with
red cloths and table center-
pieces in the form of green
boxes , decorated and assem-
bled to make a cake, contain-
ing chocolates to be taken
home, made everything
most festive. The Lutefisk
was the best the writer has
ever had, with kudos to the

fisk chefs, Erik
Brochmann and
Jerry Cooper. The
rest of the Commit-
tee, Jean Cooper,
Kaare and Gail
Bergenhaus, Josi
Heydahl, Veron-
ica Brochmann,
Dave Herd, Bryan
and Sue Engeseth
and June Ruzas
did a great job of
putting together all
the sides and
dessert. M y
apologies if anyone
was missed. The
lutefisk was expert-
ly served by Eric
Haugen, and if you have
never tried a Lutefisk
Dinner, mark the date for

next year - you will not be
disappointed. The Lutefisk
Dinner was our activity ded-

icated to the Foundation,
with a 50/50 draw. A big
thank you to all the atten-
dees who were most gener-
ous in buying tickets right
before Xmas. An auction,
with items donated by
Veronica Brochmann, a carv-
ing from Kaare Bergenhaus
and a number of beautiful
Christmas Trees provided by
Eric Haugen, cut that day
from the farm across from
the country club, made the
evening very successful. A
nice amount was raised for
the Foundation.Auctioneer
Dave Herd did a fabulous
job at keeping the bidding
going.

The Lodge Christmas
Social and Past Presidents
night, held on Dec. 8, was a
fun time for all. The even-
ing started with a Pot Luck
Dinner, which continues to
amaze me for the generosity
and delicious food provid-
ed by  members. A short
informal business meeting
followed, prior to the bal-
ance of the plannedfestivi-
ties. We were pleased to
announce the Sleipner
Bursary recipient for 2011,
Alana Haughland. Our
Sleipner Foundation Direct-
or, Veronica Brochmann,
presented a Foundation
Scholarship toColby Harris.

Past Presidents, Jergen
D a h l i e , Paul Viken and
Erik Brochmann were wel-
c o m e d . Our Cultural

Jean Cooper, Kath Bowie (background), &
Veronica Brochmann dishing out goodies

during Sleipner’s annual Christmas potluck

Lodge Updates

Sno Fun Days!

February  10 to 12, 2012 at Hill Guest Ranch, 
108 Mile House, B.C.

THERE IS STILL TIME TO REGISTER! Enjoy a weekend of
winter sports, Scandinavian culture & some relaxing social time with
family and friends.

We hope that you will join us in this fun  family weekend.  Nothing beats
cabin fever and the winter blues better than being active with family and
friends indoors and out! 

Please encourage all of your Lodge members to seriously consider join-
ing other members of SON District 7 in a weekend of fun and fellowship.
The registration forms will be available on the District 7 website and by
contacting me, 

Kim Jensen, District 7 Youth and Recreation Director :
kim.jensen@live.com . Phone: 250-376-2371 Address:  2364 Rosewood

Ave., Kamloops, B.C.  V2B 4Z1.

Register now! See you at Hill Guest Ranch at 108 Mile House!

Distr ict  7 –  the Scenic Seventh

Sno Fun Days!
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Gayle Bergenhus, Secret Santa gift recipient,
showing off her ‘present’

Larry Brawn & Nick Johnston had winning
bids on Christmas trees at Sleipner’s

Christmas Auction



Director, Valerie Christof-
ferson, entertained us with
an interesting seasonal talk.
Two beautiful Christmas
trees, again from the farm
near the Country Club were
auctioned, with proceeds
again going to the
F o u n d a t i o n . Thanks once
again to Eric for securing
them and bringing them in.
As always, the Secret Santa
gift exchange creates a won-
d e r f u l sense of frivolity,
especially with the ability to
steal a secret gift that you
c o v e t . There were gifts
aplenty and everyone also
received a tin of home baked
treats.

Upcoming events in-
clude our Feb. Valentine
Social Meeting on Feb. 9. In
addition, the delegates to the
District Convention are elect-
ed in Jan. Check out the

District Website,
‘www.sofn7.com’ for details.

The AGM will be held
on Mar. 8. Our very first
card afternoon will be held
Mar. 17, 2012 at the
Engeseth's in Port Moody.
Come try your hand at
Cribbage. We are fortunate
to be hosting a concert fea-
turing Knut Eric Jensen on
Mar. 23, 2012. For more
information on this event
please check the Sleipner
website at:   

www.sleipner8.com

Fraternally, June Ruzas, President 

Varden Lodge #19
New Westminster, B.C.

Varden’s Annual Christmas
Party was a huge success.
Everyone had a great time.
President Susan Strang
made Gingerbread Houses
for the children to paint with
coloured icing. Five Year
Membership certificates
were   presented  to   Wesley 
and Jayden Britt-Farrel,
grandchildren of Enid Britt,
Varden’s Social Director, and
Amber and Brodie Partridge, 

grandchildren of members,
Kurt and Jill Kristoffersen.
Congratulations to all.
Everyone joined hands and
sang carols around the
Christmas Tree until Santa
arrived with a bag full of
gifts and treats.

The Christmas Brunch, a
token of appreciation for the
officers in Varden, was held
at Newland’s Golf Club.
Twenty-one Officers and
friends enjoyed this special
occasion. Varden wishes
everyone a happy, safe year
in 2012. Special Good Wishes
are extended to Varden Life
Member, Marge Haaheim. in
the hospital all of Dec. and
our good friend, Ian Barnhill,
a Sleipner member.

Vivian Bates. Publicity

Nordic Lodge #76
Castlegar,  B.C.

Lodge 76 is keeping busy
with various activities and is 
also  planning  activities   for 

the rest of the winter.We
had our annual fall hike to
the Nordic cabin in Oct. The
weather was perfect but at
the altitude that the cabin
sits at, it’s always a risky hike
given that it could rain or
snow without much warn-
ing.

On Nov. 27th we kicked
off another cross country ski
s e a s o n . These events are
among the most favoured
activities members partake

in. Though thesnow fall
has been limited this year,
we have a good base of snow
at the Nordic Ski Lodge at
Mud Lake. The  trails are
groomed to perfection and
90% of the local trails are
groomed - double tracks that
make for a wonderful hour
or full day of skiing. A
strong skier can head out on
a full day ski hike or can
backpack winter camping
gear and do a full 50 kilome-
ter hike on one of our circle
routes.

Our family Christmas
party was held at the Mud
Lake Nordic Lodge this year.
After a few hours of cross
country skiing, we  enjoyed
a feed of turkey and trim-
mings, consumed with gusto
and Uncle Ben’s hot wine
washed everything down
perfectly.

Lodge 76 extends an

Left: Sadie and
Spencer Strang

(new Varden
Heritage

members),
meet Santa.

Right: Cian
Beeby gets a

gift from Santa

Below: Deanna 
Stubbings helps
Nerissa Beeby,

Jayden Britt
&Cian Beeby 
build a ginger
bread train at

Varden’s
Christmas Party

Wilderness Nordic shelter at 1500 meters. The shelter is open
for foot & snowshoe & Xcountry skiers on a year around basis 5.



invitation to other lodge
membersinterested in join-
ing us for one of our winter
Xcountry ski outings – day
light or moon light! The pot
luck food is free and use of
most trails is already taken
care of financially. Contact
Ida Price or Richie Mann for
further information about
these outings.I am sure we
can make arrangements for
housing out of town mem-
bers for a weekend. T h e
members noted above have
E-mail addresses that can be
found on the Lodge 76 site
within the SON District 7
web site.

Sadly, Lodge 76 lost a
long time member, Hugo
Salo, this past summer.A
belated celebration of life
s e rvice and luncheon was
held in his honour in

August. Hugo was near

ninety years old when he
passed on.

Les Andersen, Publicity

Dawson Creek 
Lodge #79 Dawson

Creek, B.C.

Christmas has come and
gone for another year. We

wish everyone a Happy New
Year and good luck with-
those New Year Resolutions.

It is with sadness that I
report we lost one of our
founding members, ROLF
HEGGE at the age of 88. A
massive heart attack took
him just before Christmas.
He will truly be missed and
our condolences go out to all
the family. Rolf has been our
official lutefisk cooker for
many years.

We started the season
with our 2nd annual
Christmas Garage Sale at the
end of November with all
proceeds going to the
Salvation Army. Proud to say
we donated $500.00. Our
Christmas Party, December
11th, was well attended. We
had the most delicious

potluck supper with, of
course, lefse and lutefisk
included. Music was played
and children danced around
the tree and Santa arrived.
Door prizes and a raffle
draw were added features.

We begin the New Year
with our usual January
potluck and meeting.

Loretta Pratt, Publicity

Viking Lodge #81
Surrey, B.C.

Hope Christmas was  good
to each of you, and good
wishes for 2012 to all.

If there are members
interested in SON  Sports
and Medal Programs please
go to their site at:
h t t p : / / w w w . s o n s o f n o r w a y . c
om and click on the link.
Also, if there are members or
their families interested in
learning the Norwegian lan-
guage, it is available
through  NHI  at the centre.
Depending on  number of
persons that register,
Beginner, Intermediate and
Advanced classes could be
available. Interesting and fun
too I’m told.

One of our very long
time members, Alma
Gjesten, peacefully  passed
on Dec. 5th., 2011. Alma had 
not lived in Surrey for many
years but continued to keep   

We enjoyed a well earned rest & snack break for lodge 
hikers at cabin.

The kids & adults of Dawson Creek Lodge enjoying 
dancing around the tree with our President, Vern Braaten and

friends playing Christmas carols, (they sing too)! 

Lodge 76 Cross country ski team. L - R, back row, Ben Thor
Larson & wife, Richie, Cheryl, Rino, Ole, Ida, & Richie’s grand-

son; Front L – R: Audrey, Trish, Sophia, Violet

6

Donna Porada & Loretta Pratt of Dawson Creek 79 
presenting $500.00 to John MacDonald, Salvation Army

Representative for  the Christmas campaign.



her membership in our lodge 
and  kept  in  touch  through 
family members and friends.
Our condolences to the fam-
ily. Rest in peace Alma.

Frances Engvik had a fall
a  number of weeks ago and
is now at Langley Hospital’s
convalescent care facility,
(Cedar) where she will prob-
ably be for some time.
Thinking of you Frances.

We are sorry to learn
that Mary Berton is in Surrey
Memorial Hospital. A speedy
recovery to you Mary, hope
you are soon in good shape
again. And Roald Fure’s
wife is also in Surrey
Hospital. We wish her a
quick recovery as well.

The lodge will have a
pot luck luncheon, Thur.,
Feb. 2nd. 2.00 pm., at  Tyne-
heed Hall, 96 Ave at 168th.
St. First, a short meeting will
take place. Everyone wel-
come.

A reminder for
‘Raspeball lovers‘,  NHI  will
have their annual dinner on
Sun., Feb. 19th.  Happy
Hour, 3 pm  and Dinner 4
pm. Tickets  available
through me at 604 - 535-4985.
Please reserve by Feb. 12th. 

This is my last Leiflette
report as my term of publici-
ty has ended. Thank you all
for reading my reports this
past year.

Marg  Kirsebom , Publicity

Hardanger Lodge
#109  Kelowna, BC

Despite a snowstorm and icy
roads, members turned out
for the annual soup and bun
supper in Nov. Six pots of
homemade soup were
enjoyed by all who braved
the elements. The election
of officers was held andEd
Steffensen gave a short talk
on the current immigration
trends in the Scandinavian
countries.

Our newly elected presi-

dent, Lloyd Coltman,  is a
long time member of
SofN and is also known
as Santa to hundreds of
local children. For sever-
al years he has played
Santa at Orchard Park
Mall – a job he enjoys
four weeks each
December.

Members of the lodge
were saddened by the
death of Eunice
Langvand on Dec. 19.
Eunice joined Sons of
Norway in Red Deer and
continued as a member
when she and Norman
moved to Kelowna.She
served as lodge treasurer
for many years and was a
superb lefse maker!

Our Christmas luncheon
was again held at Perkins
Restaurant with twenty
members enjoying lunch
t o g e t h e r . Ed Steffensen
shared memories of his boy-
hood Christmas in Bergen.
A draw was held for several
items that members donated.
Installation of officers was
held at our Jan. meeting with
Jean Christensen as in-
stalling officer. Following the
installation we enjoyed
homemade apple desserts
with our coffee.

Bev Akerlund, Publicity

Heimdal Lodge #141
Kamloops, B.C.

The Heimdal Nitpickers,
(you know, knitting and
stitching and such), put on a
special luncheon birthday
for lodge member, Bertha
Pernitsky, in celebration of
her 87th birthday. Bertha has
faithfully hosted the knit-
pickers every Monday morn-
ing in her home for the past
22 years. Only recently did
she relinquish the task to
others as she moved from
her home to a seniors’ facili-
ty in Kamloops. Bertha is
well loved in our lodge and

we are fortunate to have had
such a generous host for the
Nitpicker group.

December included the
annual lodge banquet; this
year at Storm’s restaurant.

Everyone enjoyed the tasty
buffet dinner, the live enter-
tainment by Alteba and the
numerous door prizes pro-
vided by the lodge. As we
move into the New Year we
are going to try a Jan. lun-
cheon meeting at the new
White Spot Restaurant in
North Kamloops. Many of
our senior members hesitate
to come out in the cold and
dark for the usual evening
meeting but  look forward to
a luncheon meeting. We’ll
do a little business, savour a
meal  and enjoy each other’s
company.

David Sallows, Publicity

Trollheimen lodge
#157 N. & W. Vancouver,

B.C.

In honour of our very popu-
lar President, Bud Gron-
dahl’s birthday in Oct. a spe-

Trollheimen’s ‘President Bud's’ Birthday - Bud & Marg Grondahl

Happy Birthday! Bertha Pernitsky
of Heimdal Lodge cuts the first
piece of cake on 87th Birthday.

Trollheimen Lodge members celebrate Bud Grondahl’s Birthday
at Shady Tree Pub in Squamish. 7



cial gathering was held at the
Shady Tree Pub in
Squamish. This pub has an
amazing display of Viking
artifacts and trolls assembled
by owner Eivend Tornes. We
are so lucky that Bud
Grondahl and his wife Marg
have been our President and
Secretary since March 1996. 

Our Christmas lunch
was held at Cheers
Restaurant which provided
an excellent array of food
and drink. Many thanks to
Sylvia de Wolfe and Evelyn
Balen who coordinated so
many of the details, includ-
ing culinary and entertain-
ment events. 

Cheer’sRestaurant in North
Vancouver, our traditional
Christmas party gathering
place for the past number of
years, did their usual great
job in producing a wonder-
ful festive buffet to suit
everyone’s tastes.  For 1 hour
prior to lunch the many chil-
dren in attendance were
kept busy with various activ-
ities. The craft’s table coordi-
nated by Sylvia de Wolfe
was very popular. In addi-
tion to assisting at the crafts
table, Evelyn Balen’s daugh-
ter-in-law, Nadine, played
guitar and led the children in
a rousing sing-a-long ses-
sion. Hjordis Stormorken did

her usual fine job perform-
ing the traditional Advent
Candle Ceremony with help
from two youngsters in their
Norwegian attire. Ladies in
their beautiful bunads led
the children in the popular
dance around the Christmas
Tree. Paul Viken was a jolly
Santa Claus with help from
two cute Santa Helpers. As in
previous  years,  Kris   Viken 

had a vital role in collecting
the money in advance of the 
party. And Bud, with his
booming ‘teacher’s voice’
and great sense of humour,
kept us all in stitches.

It was a great party and
we already booked Cheers
for December 2012.

Lloyd Naess, 
Publicity Director

Lola Bradfield
RE/MAX Central
P R O U D M E M B E R O F S O N S O F N O RWAY
604-218-6329
lolabradfield@remax.net
www .lolabradfield.com

In today’s challenging real estate market,
nothing brings a wider smile than the sign that says

“SOLD.”

So if you’re looking to sell, or buy, or both, look to the
name that means success 

Phone me NOW!

w w w . l o l a b r a d f i e l d . c o m

NEXT DEADLINE  for LEIFLETTE: February 10, 2012

L - R:  Audrey, Paul and Kris Viken, Sylvia De Wolfe, 
Kari Bratsberg, Berit Olsen, Bud Grondahl, Lila Phillips, 

Pat Aarvold at  Bud’s Birthday Party in Squamish

L– R:  Kari Bratsberg, Kjell Selboskar, Lynn Selboskar,
Sylvia De Wolfe, Berit Olsen at Shady Tree Pub in Squamish.

8.

Santa giving out gifts to the Trollheimen kids at Cheers


